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June 27, 2011

The Honorable Patrick Leahy The Honorable Chuck Grassley
Chairman Ranking Member

U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary
226 Dirksen Senate Office Building 226 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Grassley:

We write on behalf of six university, medical college, and higher education associations to encourage you to work
with the leadership of the Senate to bring H.R. 1249 before the Senate as soon as possible for a vote on passage of
the bill as is.

The patent system plays a critical role in enabling universities to transfer the discoveries arising from university
research into the commercial sector for development into products and processes that benefit society. H.R. 1249
closely resembles S. 23; both bills contain provisions that will improve patent quality, reduce patent litigation
costs, and provide increased funding for the USPTO. Although we preferred the USPTO revolving fund
established in S. 23, we believe that the funding provisions adopted by the House in the course of passing H.R.
1249 provide an effective means of preventing fee diversion. Together with the expanded fee-setting authority
included in both bills, H.R. 1249 will provide USPTO with the funding necessary to carry out its critical
functions.

We very much appreciate the leadership of the Senate Judiciary Committee in crafting S. 23, which brought
together the key elements of effective patent reform and formed the basis for H.R. 1249. These bills represent
the successful culmination of a thorough, balanced effort to update the U.S. patent system, strengthening the
nation’s innovative capacity and job creation in the increasingly competitive global economic environment of the
21st century. Senate passage of H.R. 1249 will assure that the nation secures these benefits.
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